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2021 SUMMIT OVERVIEW
“The new normal is a time of substantial possibilities
if you are willing to play by the new rules for the long term.
In the new normal it is more important to do things right
than to succumb to the tyranny of urgency.” - Roger McNamee
On 8 October 2021, independent institute for active policy Global Access Partners (GAP) will
host its 12th Annual Vision for Australia Summit.
GAP Summits have become an important feature of Australia’s policy landscape. These highlevel, invitation-only gatherings are known for their unique format and networking opportunities,
and their strong focus on economic activity and practical results. Traditionally held in a State
Legislative Assembly Chamber, GAP Summits have made a successful transition online during
COVID-19, broadening their reach and facilitating a truly global dialogue.
Building on last year’s theme of national resilience, the 2021 Summit will explore long-term
opportunities for Australia as the world establishes a ‘new normal’ in the midst of an evolving
pandemic and environmental crises. While Australia initially escaped the worst of COVID-19,
the Delta variant has forced a new wave of lockdowns and hampered economic recovery. The
Australian economy is still expected to bounce back strongly once restrictions are lifted, but
the immediate outlook is less certain. Significant public debts have been accrued, and broader
questions around supply chain resilience, workforce requirements, opportunity and innovation
remain.
The COVID-19 crisis has heightened awareness of the complex and intertwined nature of the
world we live in. Across OECD countries, markets and societies are evolving in the quest for
more sustainable growth, while governments are reprioritising policies ranging from climate
change and green growth to migration and financial sustainability. COVID-19 has highlighted the
need to work collaboratively on common challenges and demonstrated the problems that a lack
of coordination and policy coherence on both national and global issues can bring.
The GAP Summit on the New Normal will focus on how to build the workforce Australia
needs to support its recovery efforts in order to encourage sustained and inclusive economic
growth. The key question will be: “How can we create a ‘new normal’ on the back of the lessons
learnt from recent global crises to make Australia more resilient to future shocks of all types?”
Participants will benefit from access to the latest insights from GAP taskforces and advisories as
well as involvement in the delivery of projects arising from the day’s deliberations.
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